Neuroscience and the Law

Prof. Peter Huang & Prof. Dan Kahan

Yale Law School

Fall 2009
Session 12— Social Neuroscience & Discrimination
Readings (indexed to pagination of course readings):
1. Naomi I. Eisenberger et al., Does Rejection Hurt? An fMRI Study of Social Exclusion, 302 Sci. 290 (2003)
1268
2. Naomi I. Eisenberger & Matthew D. Lieberman, Why Rejection Hurts: A Common Neural Alarm System for Physical and Social Pain, 8 Trends Cognitive Sci. 294 (2004)
1271
3. Lasana T. Harris & Susan T. Fiske, Dehumanizing the Lowest of the Low: Neuroimaging Responses to Extreme Out-Groups, 17 Psychol. Sci. 847 (2006)
1278
4. Lasana T. Harris & Susan T. Fiske, Social Groups that Elicit Disgust are Differentially Processed in the mPFC, 2 Soc. Cognitive Affective Neurosci. 45(2007)
1285
5. Elizabeth A. Phelps & Laura A. Thomas, Race, Behavior and the Brain: The Role of Neuroimaging in Understanding Complex Human Behaviors, 24 Pol. Psych. 747 (2003).
1292
6. Elizabeth A. Phelps, Faces and Races in the Brain, 4 Nature Neurosci. 775 (2001)
1304
7. Damian Stanley et al., The Neural Basis of Implicit Attitudes, 17 Current Directions Psych. Sci. 164 (2008)
1306
8. Hidehiko Takahashi et al., When Your Gain Is Pain and Your Pain Is My Gain: Neural Correlates of Envy and Schadenfreude, 323 Sci. 937 (2009)
1313
9. Alexander Todorov et al., Toward Socially Inspired Social Neuroscience, 1079 Brain Res.
76 (2006)
1317
10. Xiaojing Xu et al., Do You Feel My Pain? Racial Group Membership Modulates Empathic Neural Responses, 29 J. Neurosci. 8525 (2009)
1327
(Some) Questions:
Do you believe the neural foundations of ethnic and racial bias and discrimination have legal and policy implications? Do you find the neural evidence of dehumanization a) more convincing than verbal reports of dehumanization and b) helps explain why some people engage in such atrocities as genocide, hate crimes, and prisoner abuse against people who are dehumanized? Are there any legal and policy implications of the neural basis of implicit attitudes? 
